
Ecorse Along the 

Detroit River 









The unincorporated village of Grandport, now part of Ecorse, 

was the hub of the sprawling farmland district. By 1873, 

Grandport contained about 15 business establishments centered 

around State Street, now Southfield, which followed its present 

route to Van Horn Road. The Monroe Road, part of Southfield, 

was a major stage route from Detroit to cities in the east. 

 

The Ecorse businesses included: 

 

•  Alexander Bondie’s Saloon, located at the corner of State 

and Jefferson, N.E. 

• Louis Cicotte, hotel proprietor on Jefferson Avenue 

• G.R. Goodell, grocer, across from Ligetts Drugstore 

• A.M. Salliotte, General Store and Notary Public, Jefferson 

and State Street 







In the early 1900s, West Jefferson through Trenton, Wyandotte, River Rouge, 

and Ecorse was a mud road and the streetcar the transportation of necessity 

for the citizens of these communities.  The conductor is not identified, but the 

motorman in the photo was Sampson Lake of Ecorse.  

The DUR or Detroit Urban Railroad operated these streetcars between 1892 

and 1932. People used them for business, social, and shopping trips to Detroit 

and even for funeral trips to visit Woodmere and Woodlawn Cemeteries in 

Detroit.  Rental arrangements could be made for a special car and the casket 

was carried along with the mourners.  For happier trips people rented a 

special car called the Yolapoa to take them to parties and other festive 

occasions. 

 



Jefferson Avenue, Ecorse, 

1920 



Jefferson Avenue, 1930 

Jefferson Avenue, 

Ecorse - 1930 



This building on West Jefferson 

Avenue in Ecorse overlooked 

horses, wagons, and streetcar 

scenes in 1906. 

The same building witnessed 

cars and Coca Cola in the 

1970s. 



Jaunting Along 

Jefferson Avenue 



















The Ecorse I 

Remember 



I was born in Wyandotte Hospital 

while my dad served with the Coast 

Guard in the South Pacific. 



While my mother waited for my dad 

to come back from World War II,  she 

lived with her parents, Joseph and 

Ruth Robson at 4296 Beach Street, 

Ecorse.  



 Growing up in the Ecorse of the 1950s and 1960s was magical for 

me.  We lived at 4277 Pitt Street, between Benson and Goodell. I 

loved swimming in the Municipal Swimming Pool at the Municipal 

Field across from the old city hall on High Street and playing on the 

swings and monkey bars next to the pool 



Every day on my walk to School One, I crossed the railroad tracks on High 

Street which are still there and stopped by the fishpond by the old Ecorse City 

Hall to drop a penny in the fish pond and make a wish. (Sometimes two or 

three wishes!) 



Ecorse School One 



One of the favorite lunchtime stops for kids in our neighborhood 

was Frankie’s Market or Pomograth’s Market. It was located on 

High Street right around the corner from where we lived on Pitt 

Street and offered a fascinating array of penny candy.  It took me 

almost my entire lunch hour to choose between Mary Janes, Tootsie 

Rolls, Dots, and Jaw Breakers. 

 

 



The old School One Bell 

was moved to the new 

Ecorse High School. 



Ecorse Village Hall 





I remember playing the E Flat Alto Horn and Baritone in 
the Ecorse High School Band. 





Ecorse 

Soldiers 



• Elijah Goodell, Revolutionary War 

• Sergeant John Goodell and Daniel Goodell, War of 1812 

• Pasoh Odette, Civil War 

• Antoine Salliotte, Civil War 

• Roy B. Salliotte, World War I. The Roy B. Salliotte American 

Legion Post in Ecorse was named for him. He was killed at the 

Battle of Meuse-Argonne in France in 1918. 

• Dr. Arthur E. Payette, World War I. 

• Don Dodge, World War I. 

• Ellis “Duke” Underill, World War I. 

 

 

American Legion and VFW Posts 

• Great Lakes Steel American Legion Post 272 

• Roy B. Salliotte American Legion Post  No. 319 

• City of Ecorse Veterans of Foreign Wars Post 5709 

 















• Harold L. Covert, World War II 

• Dorothy Williams, WAC, medical corps, Korea 

• Liz Salas, WAVE, Mediterranean on the USS Telgair 

• Haywood Moon, Army 

• Lewis Roy Kirby, Vietnam. First Ecorse Vietnam 

casualty. 

• Philip and Charles Tank. Both were killed in 

Vietnam:  Philip on September 12, 1968, and Charles 

on April 19, 1969. 











Ecorse 

Politics 



Eleanor Roosevelt Holds the Key to the City of Ecorse 

 

Mayor Eli Ciungan presented the key to the City of Ecorse 

to Mrs. Eleanor Roosevelt  in May 1959 at the West Side 

Community Center. The former first lady visited the 

Community Center and other local places before she 

lectured at Detroit’s Masonic Temple. 

 

The Church of the Resurrection in Ecorse, formerly housed 

in a store, sponsored the lecture as a fund raising program. 

Over 3,000 people, including members of the press  and 

students from 65 Detroit area schools  attended a press 

conference at the West Side Community Center.  Mrs. 

Roosevelt also visited the church and the parish house. 

















• William W. Voisine – 1945-1947; 

1953-1956 

• Louis S. Parker – 1951-1952 

• Eli Ciungan – 1957-1963 

• Richard E. Manning – 1963-1965; 

1968-1971; 1977-1979 

• Charles G. Coman – 1974-1975 





Ecorse 

Recreation 















In 1898 the Detroit, Belle Isle, and Windsor Ferry Company created 

the Bob-Lo Excursion Line and developed Bob-Lo Island as a resort.  

Excursionists  welcomed Bob-Lo Island as an opportunity to ride up 

and down the Detroit River, picnic on the pastoral beauty of the 

Island, and enjoy the rides aboard the Bob-Lo boats Columbia and 

Ste. Claire and entertainment. Henry Ford commissioned Albert 

Kahan to design a dance hall which in 1903 was billed as the world’s 

second largest. A carousel provided music and rides. 

The boat ride to Bob-Lo contributed greatly to the island’s mystique. 

The boarding dock in Detroit started out at the foot of Woodward 

Avenue, but moved to behind Cobo Hall. The Bob-Lo boat also 

stopped at Downriver communities like Ecorse, Wyandotte, and 

Trento. The boarding dock moved to Gibraltar in 1991. It took just 

over an hour to make the voyage to Bob-Lo Island and Captain Bob-

Lo and many bands and entertainers made the voyage seem as brief 

as a toot of the Bob-Lo boat’s whistle. 

 

In 1949,  the Browning family of Grosse Ile bought Bob-Lo island 

and the Bob-Lo boats and turned it into an amusement park. 



The Brownings built rides, roller coasters, and a fun house. They 

installed a Ferris Wheel, a dance hall, and an antique car exhibit. They 

brought in 300 exotic animals for a zoo, leading off with Socrates II, a 

giraffe. In 1973, they built the Thunderbolt roller coaster, one of the 

largest in the country. In 1975, the Brownings restored the original 48-

horse carousel from 1878 which delighted children and adults alike 

until it was sold off piece by piece at auction in 1990. 

 

The Brownings sold Bob-Lo Island in 1979, and it passed through the 

hands of several owners including the AAA of Michigan.  Rowdiness 

on the boats and on the island in the 1980s caused the crowds to keep 

dwindling and when Canadian police and immigration officials spent a 

day in 1987 rounding up members of the Outlaws motorcycle gang, the 

end of a 90-year era drew nearer. 

 

In January 1996, the steamers Columbia and Ste. Claire, which had 

carried as many as 800,000 visitors to Bob-Lo Island in the glory years 

of the 1960s and 1970s were sold at auction. 









Ecorse Rowing Club 

Ecorse 

Boat/Rowing Club 



Less than a decade after the end of the Civil War, Ecorse became rowing 

conscious. Shells were unheard of in those early days, but huge crowds 

lined the Detroit River front to watch the competition of the first ten oar 

barge and later the eight and even six oar barge races that eventually 

turned the eyes of the world to Ecorse. Richard LeBlanc was one of the 

first rowers to visualize the possibilities  of a rowing club in Ecorse and so 

was G.A. Raupp. He  promoted the idea among his friends and in 1873 

they organized a rowing club of less than 20 members. They called their 

new club the Wah-Wah-Tah-Shee Club. 

 

Will, John, Lige, and Frank Montie worked at Salliotte and Raupp rafting 

logs on the Ecorse, Rouge, and Detroit Rivers during the day and 

perfected their rowing skills om the Detroit River at night. Eventually the 

Montie brothers competed in rowing races across the United States, 

winning 31 out of 33 of their races. 



George Clark built the first shell for the Ecorse Boat Club and the 
Club used it for practically all of the races it entered. 
 
The Ecorse Boat Club disbanded in 1906 and oarsmen from Ecorse 
raced under the Wyandotte Boat Club banner for a time. Then in 
late 1938, Charles Tank, a Montie grandson, and several of his 
fellow rowers reorganized the Ecorse Boat Club. In 1940, the first 
Ecorse High School crew appeared on the Detroit River and 
reigned as undefeated champions of the Metropolitan area at the 
end of their first season. In 1941, Larry Smith and Pat Messler 
helped Charles Tank polish the crews that he had guided to 
championship status by teaching them rowing fundamentals. 
 
Charles Tank died in 1942, and his friend internationally 
renowned coach Jim Rice, took over as coach of the Ecorse Boat 
Club.   The 1942,1943, and 1944  crews won all of the events in the 
regattas they entered. The Ecorse Boat/Rowing Club  continued 
its winning ways into the 21st Century. 





















Maritime Ecorse 

Maritime  Ecorse 









In the 59 years between 1902 and 1961 the Great Lakes Engineering 

Works shipyard built most of the large freighters in the Great Lakes 

fleet. Altogether it turned out 303 – some sources estimate 388- vessels 

and at times employed  as many as 2,000 local workers  when a multi-

million dollar vessel needed to be built.  

 

The Great Lakes Engineering Works constructed  ships for the United 

States government in World War I and World War II and also built the 

cruise ships North American and South American , the state ferry 

Vacationland, and eleven sections of the New York Central tunnel under 

the Detroit River.  

 

The Edmund Fitzgerald is probably the most famous ore carrier that the 

Great Lakes Engineering Works built, but the names of many of the 

other vessels built there including Cason J. Calloway, Ann Arbor Car 

Ferry No. 6, and Arthur B. Homer earned niches in Great Lakes 

maritime history. 











Ecorse 

People 











Time and the 

Detroit River 













The old railroad tracks that I 

crossed every day are still 

there, but School one is 

gone, as well as School 

Two, School Three, and the 

old Ecorse High School.  

The businesses pictured in 

Ecorse Along the Detroit 

River are gone and so are 

most of the people 

memorialized in the book. 

The river – our Detroit River – still remains and as the 

Detroit River continues to flow and revitalize, I hope 

that Ecorse and the rest of the Downriver communities  

will do the same.  





Downriver Back in 

the Days! 



Downriver communities are called Downriver because the 
Detroit River changes its course after running basically west 
along the cities of Detroit, Michigan and Windsor Ontario 
before it bends to flow mostly south before it empties into Lake 
Erie. Communities south of Detroit can be reached by traveling 
downriver instead of upriver along the Detroit River.  The 
Downriver communities and townships include Allen Park, 
Brownstown Township, Ecorse, Flat Rock, Gibraltar, Grosse Ile, 
Huron Charter Township, Lincoln Park, Melvindale, River 
Rouge, Riverview, Rockwood, Romulus, Southgate, Taylor, 
Trenton, Woodhaven, and Wyandotte. 





Flat Rock Historical Society 

Allen Park Historical Society 

Gibraltar 



Grosse Ile 

Isabella Swan 

Lincoln 
Park 



Melvindale 

Outer Drive-Melvindale 

New Boston, Waltz, Belden, 
Willow, Belleville 



River Rouge 

Riverview 



Rockwood and South 
Rockwood 

Rockwood Area Historical 
Museum 

Romulus 

Romulus Wesleyan Church 



Taylor 



Woodhaven 



Division of the Downriver Communities 

 

The Michigan Territorial Legislature  reorganized Wayne County 

and established  Ecorse Township, along with Brownstown, 

Huron, Monguagon,  Plymouth, and Redford  on April 12, 1827.  

In 1837, Michigan Territory became a state and Ecorse Township  

continued to grow along with Michigan. It took at least another 

century for Ecorse Township to be incorporated, and carved into 

the cities of  Melvindale, Allen Park, Lincoln Park, River Rouge, 

Ecorse, Southgate,  Wyandotte, and the Boynton and Oakwood 

Heights Detroit neighborhoods. 



The north branch of the Ecorse River flows 

through Romulus, Dearborn Heights, Allen Park, 

along a small portion of the southern border of 

Melvindale, Lincoln Park and then along the 

border of Lincoln Park and Ecorse 

Ecorse, Rouge, Huron  and 

Detroit Rivers Create 

Downriver 



The south branch of the Ecorse River 
flows through Romulus, Taylor, Allen 
Park and Lincoln Park. It is joined by the 
Sexton and Kilfoil Drain in Taylor. After 
the two branches join in Lincoln Park, the 
river flows along the boundary between 
Ecorse and Wyandotte to its mouth on the 
Detroit River. A marina occupies both 
banks of the river at its mouth. 



Huroc Park, Flat 

Rock, Michigan 

The Huron River is a 130-mile-long river in 

southeastern Michigan, rising out of the 

Huron Swamp in Indian Springs Metropark 

in northern Oakland County and flowing 

into Lake Erie on the boundary between 

Wayne County and Monroe County. In 

addition to thirteen parks, game areas, and 

recreation areas, the river passes through the 

cities of Dexter, Ann Arbor, Ypsilanti, 

Belleville, Flat Rock and Rockwood. 





The Detroit River has shaped Gibraltar, a Downriver city on its 

banks, since 1750 when it served as the head village of the 

Wyandot Native Americans. Featuring many canals, Gibraltar is 

known as “the Venice of Michigan.” 



Grosse Ile 

Grosse Ile Township is situated on several islands in the Detroit 
River, but the largest island is also referred to as simply Grosse Ile. 

Grosse Ile 



Riverview 

The Grosse Ile Toll Bridge is a swing bridge that crosses the 

Trenton Channel of the Detroit River connecting Grosse Ile 

Township, Michigan to the mainland in Riverview, 

Michigan. 



River Rouge 
The River Rouge, also known as the Rouge River, is a 127 

mile river in the Metro Detroit area of southeastern Michigan. 

It flows into the Detroit River at Zug Island, which is the 

boundary between the cities of River Rouge and Detroit. 

 

The river's roughly 467-square-mile watershed includes all or 

parts of 48 municipalities, with a total population of over 

1,500,000, and drains a large portion of central and northwest 

Wayne County and much of southern Oakland County as well 

as a small area in eastern Washtenaw County.  





Trenton 
View of Grosse Ile Free Bridge from 

Elizabeth Park, Trenton. 





Wyandotte 
Wyandotte 







Rivers Clean As Clouds 

The Detroit River 











The Detroit River joins Lake Erie 



An aerial view looking northwest up a canal of the Rouge River from 
the Detroit River. Detroit's wastewater treatment plant is at the top of 
the photo and the proposed site of the Synagro sludge treatment 
plant is directly south of it. 

The Rouge 
River 



Covered bridge over the Huron River in Huroc 

Park, Flat Rock, Michigan 



Downriver River 

Restoration Initiatives 

Downriver River Restoration Organizations 

Detroit River International Wildlife Refuge 

River Rouge Restoration 

Huron River Watershed Council 

http://www.iwralliance.org/
http://therouge.org/fotrprograms/river-restoration/
http://therouge.org/fotrprograms/river-restoration/
http://www.hrwc.org/


Links to  Ecorse and Downriver 

History 
Ecorse Along the Detroit River – Arcadia 

 

Ecorse Along the Detroit River – Amazon 

 

Ecorse History- Ecorse Along the Detroit River 

 

 

 

Meandering Michigan History 

http://www.arcadiapublishing.com/9781467112093/Ecorse-Along-the-Detroit-River
http://www.arcadiapublishing.com/9781467112093/Ecorse-Along-the-Detroit-River
http://www.arcadiapublishing.com/9781467112093/Ecorse-Along-the-Detroit-River
http://www.arcadiapublishing.com/9781467112093/Ecorse-Along-the-Detroit-River
http://www.amazon.com/Ecorse-Along-Detroit-Images-America/dp/1467112097
http://www.amazon.com/Ecorse-Along-Detroit-Images-America/dp/1467112097
http://www.amazon.com/Ecorse-Along-Detroit-Images-America/dp/1467112097
http://www.amazon.com/Ecorse-Along-Detroit-Images-America/dp/1467112097
http://ecorsealongthedetroitriver.weebly.com/
http://meanderingmichiganhistory.weebly.com/

